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8. Green Infrastructure 

226. This section of the neighbourhood plan sets out strategy and policies to protect and enhance a range 
of green infrastructure within Wool Parish. 

Local Green Spaces 
227. In recognition of the need to clearly identify and protect important local green spaces, the 

neighbourhood plan identifies sites for which Local Green Space designation is sought. The 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group used their local knowledge and feedback from consultation to 
identify a long list of sites that could be considered for designation as Local Green Spaces. 

228. A key principle of Local Green Space policy is that sites that do not need additional protection should 
not be designated. The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group took this into account where appropriate. 
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group assessed against the criteria set out in paragraph 102 of the 
National Planning Policy Framework. To be suitable for designation, a site should: 

a) be in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves  

b) be demonstrably special to a local community  

c) hold a particular local significance, for example, because of its  

i. beauty,  

ii. historic significance,  

iii. recreational value (including as a playing field),  

iv. tranquillity or  

v. richness of its wildlife  

d) be local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.  

229. The results of the assessment of the sites and specific Local Green Space proposals are set out in 
Appendix D. The sites proposed for designation as Local Green Space have been subject to 
consultation directly with the relevant landowners.  

 
WOOL 13 – Local Green Space Sites 

The following sites, detailed in Appendix D, are designated as Local Green Spaces.  

GS01 The Cross, Wool 

GS02 East Burton Village Green 

GS03 Millennium Square, Wool 

Allotments  
230. Growing food in communities has multiple benefits in providing local sources of healthy fruit and 

vegetables, providing healthy outlets for active lifestyles for all age groups and retaining community 
knowledge about food and food growing. The provision of allotments is valued in Wool Parish, 
evidenced by the number of people on waiting lists to rent an allotment. 

231. The Adopted Local Plan does not set a standard for provision of allotments per head of population. 
The Emerging Local Plan does not propose a standard and refers to allotments as one element of its 
wider strategy for green infrastructure addressed in the Southeast Dorset Green Infrastructure 
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Strategy 2010 and points to the Infrastructure Delivery Plan as the means through which community 
infrastructure requirements are addressed.  

232. The Green Infrastructure Strategy does not set standards for allotments provision and the 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan indicates that allotments will be secured in support of the emerging local 
plan through CIL by parish and town councils to fund and provide allotments, or through Section 106 
Agreements in specific cases. 

233. The National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners (NSALG) recommends a quantitative 
standard of 20 plots per 1000 households (approximately 20 plots per 2200 people). The size of an 
allotment plot is 250 square metres (0.025ha) give a rough minimum requirement of at least 0.5 
hectares per 1,000 households. 

234. Within Wool Parish as a whole, there are currently 54 allotment plots. According to the 2021 Census, 
the population of the Parish is 5,400 and the number of households is 2,000. Considering the Parish as 
a whole against the NSALG Standard, there are sufficient allotment plots.  

235. Allotments need to be in close proximity to those using them, so it makes sense to look at Bovington 
separately from Wool and East Burton given their separation. There are 19 plots located in Bovington 
and 35 plots are in Wool Village.  

236. The population of Bovington LSOA was 2,586 in 2011 (Census results). Five more plots are required to 
meet the standard based on population within Bovington. The 2011 population of Wool Village and 
Wool and East Burton LSOAs was 2,784. This would indicate excess supply of plots based on the 
standard. 

237. However, allotments provision is clearly insufficient to meet current demand. Around 35 people living 
in Wool Village and East Burton are on the waiting list for an allotment plot (June 2023 figure) and two 
people are on the waiting list in Bovington. The neighbourhood plan promotes further provision of 
allotments to meet sustained demand from residents to grow healthy food locally.  

238. With regard current supply, 5 additional allotment plots in Bovington and 10 additional plots Wool 
Village and East Burton are needed to meet demand and ensure that allotments can continue their 
role in community development and health. 

239. Planned development in the emerging Purbeck Local Plan would deliver 470 homes (adding not less 
than 470 households) and this would likely grow the number of people in Wool and East Burton by 
around 1,128 people (assuming 2.4 people per household). This would generate a further need for 10 
allotment plots based on the standard for population, equivalent to roughly 0.25 hectares of 
allotments. Should emerging Dorset Local Plan proposals be included, this would generate a further 
500+ dwellings and so generate a requirement for a further 10 plots. 

240. Based on existing allotments provision and demand, population growth through planned 
development and the application of standards for allotment provision, 35 additional allotments will 
need to be provided during the neighbourhood plan period. 

 
WOOL 14 – Allotments for Wool Parish 

Applications for Major residential development in Wool Parish which are not liable to pay Community 
Infrastructure Levy should include proposals to directly provide or fund allotments provision based on 
a standard of 20 plots per 1,000 households pro-rated to meet identified requirements. 
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Habitat Protection and Biodiversity Net Gain 
241. Nationally, European and internationally important wildlife sites are particularly focused on the 

heathlands, water meadows and Poole Harbour. The area is extremely rich in protected species.  

242. Within 400m of a protected heathland site (SAC) residential development that would involve a net 
increase in dwellings, tourist accommodation and equestrian related development will not be 
permitted. Between 400m and 5km of a heathland site, mitigation measures are likely to be required 
to mitigate the adverse effects on the sites’ integrity.  

243. These can take the form of Heathland Infrastructure Projects (HIPs), including e.g. Suitable Alternative 
Natural Greenspace (SANG) and Strategic Access Management and Monitoring (SAMM) provision in 
accordance with the Dorset Heathlands Planning Framework SPD1. 

244. All development will need to accord with the emerging Purbeck Local Plan (2018-2034) Policy E9 and 
the Recreation in Poole Harbour SPD. Developments will also be required to mitigate the impact of any 
increase in nitrogen produced by sewage from new homes that may adversely affect Poole Harbour, 
in line with the Local Plan policy. The details of how this will be assessed is set out in supplementary 
guidance, and applicants will be expected to provide mitigation directly as part of their application. 

245. Detailed advice and support is needed for parish councils in Dorset preparing neighbourhood plans 
and hopefully, in time, this will be available. The neighbourhood plan seeks to ensure that, where new 
development is proposed, opportunities for repair to habitats, enhancement of species and new 
habitat creation with the aim of strengthening nature recovery networks, are firstly available and 
secured in Wool Parish. The aim is to ensure that investment in Biodiversity Net Gain benefits the 
wildlife and people of the Parish and in the process contributes to the delivery of wider emerging Local 
Nature Recovery Strategies. 

246. Opportunities may also exist to connect habitats and in so doing also provide new or improved 
walking links within the Parish. It should also provide a means to inform suitable landscape buffers 
between existing and new planned development. 

 
WOOL 15 – Biodiversity Net Gain Opportunities for Wool Parish 

Development will only be supported where it would not lead to an adverse effect upon the integrity, 
either alone or in-combination, directly or indirectly, on European sites. New development should 
incorporate proposals to meet statutory requirements for bio-diversity net gain in full on land within 
Wool Parish to improve the local ecological network. Where this cannot be achieved within 
development sites or on land within the parish, then opportunities to establish off-site bio-diversity 
net gain should in the first instance be sought to improve ecological networks within close proximity 
to Wool Parish. 


